FIRST OVER EVEREST
To search for other machines in such conditions is futile and
may easily lead to collision. Fellowes turned his machine again
convinced that he could get out quicker that way and, still
clinging to the railway, groped his way again towards Shaiba.
Fortune favours the resolute, and within a few minutes came
a perceptible lessening in the density of die sand. A dim white
circle on the ground outlined itself, showing they were over
an aerodrome, but holding on to his course diey emerged into
clear atmosphere, at least thirty miles of visibility and good
clean air to breathe. Only those who have flown can realise
the relief at emerging from the sand and darkness into die
clear blue sky, but the pleasure was marred by the thought
that the others were still entangled in that foul yellow cloud.
The impossibility of letting diem know how near they were
to the edge of the sandstorm was galling and induced a
mental gloom that was almost as perceptible as that of the
sand.
However, three hours later news came in that both Clydes-
dale and Mclntyre had landed safely, first on flat ground near a
railway station and later at the Ur aerodrome, and would come
on to Shaiba the next morning. With Clydesdale in the Fox
Moth were Shepherd and Hughes, the latter feeling not at
all well. All three spent the night in the railway station, a
record one for discomfort.
This adventure and its worries resulted from being held
up in Baghdad for the whole of the previous day—a per-
fect one for flying. The permits to fly through Persia, due
to meet us on arrival, were not forthcoming. It was Friday,
the Iraqi Sabbath, government offices were closed, and the
Iraqi official brains, even when sought in their homes, were
unable to function. No trace of the missing permits could be
found. Nothing could be done except to wire Teheran and
hope for action in reply without too much of the delay com-
mon to Persia. The following morning the permits were
produced from a pigeon hole in Baghdad, where they had been
resting for at least a fortnight.

